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2 AR SIR, 


WAS down at my friend'——% vat 

ſpending the Chriſtmas holidays; when 

I was favoured with your letter, re- 
quiring me to ſend you an account of the 
moſt prevailing opinions concerning the 
occurrences in America, as they have been 
happily called and it fell out, fortunate· 
ly enough for my purpoſe, chat there were | 
four or five gentlemen in our company, 
who, having brought down all the late 
American prints, ſcarcely talked” of any 
thing elſe ; — whereupon, as. found they 
were all men of acute underſtandings, tho 
of different opinions on the ſubject, I con- 


'trived without much — caft them 
into 


(4) 
into a converſation, or argumentative diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſeveral points in diſpute ; 
which having ſet down, as well as my me- 
mory would allow me, I here give you, as 
the beſt anſwer I can make to your let- 
ter. 


The principal ſpeakers were Mr. Lz1- 
CESTER, Mr. Cornisn, Mr. FrRxGus, Mr. 
ConNnER, and Mr. PENN; and I ſet them 
on the argument, by obſerving to them, 
as they ſeemed all to have well conſidered 
the matter that gave riſe to theſe occur 
rences, and each to be the ater e 
in his own way, that it would be highly 
entertaining, and perhaps alſo uſeful to 
ſome of us, if they would communicate 
and compare their thoughts on the ſubject 
at large; — hen Mr. Leiceſter began thus; 
I can paſs an hour or two, in ſuch a con- 
verſation, with a great deal of pleaſure, 
though I muſt obſerve, that for the moſt 


_ part, there's no end anſwered, in diſcour- 


ſing vaguely, as people ordinarily do, on 
points of this nature, without having any 
_ fixed principles; wherein being agreed, 
IN to ſome ann conc 
fions ; 


| (5) 
ſions ;—for inſtance, and to the purpoſe 
now under our conſideration, —what is the 
ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, in the bu« 
ſineſs of taxing?—is it not, that no free 
born ſubject ſhall be taxed, otherwiſe than 
by his own conſent perſonally, or by his 
repreſentative, or by a majority of his fel- 
low citizens, or their repreſenithtives © ** 


PENN, 
| Certainly, we may all admit this ms 
fundamental principle of the conſtitution. 


| ALL. 

_ Agreed |! n 
CORNISH. . 

Neither do we ever vary from this prin- 


ciple ; at leaſt, not ſince the reign of the 
unfortunate Prince who paid for the con- 
trary experiment with his head; — but I 
underſtand that the members of the Bh 
Pt are the repreſentatives of all the B 
im wherever reſiding. 


FERGUS. 
. Aye, ſurely. | 


PENN. 


Pardon me, gentlemen, if I differ from | 
you, and endeayour to define this a little 
B 2 more 


4 (6) 

more. nicely.— The members of the Bh 
P. t can only be the repreſentatives of thoſe: 
who have the power of chuſing them, and 
that power is confined to thoſe only who 
Have, property, and reſidence within the 
nition, (which is no other than a deſcrip» 
tion of what we all know to be the plain 
matter of fact,) none but the proprietors of 
this iſland alone have repreſentatives 1 in the 
_ a,” 


CONNOR. | 
1 am nne of Mr, Penn's opinion, and 
by conſidering his definition tog ther with 
the fundamental laid down by Mr. Leiceſ- 
ter, it ſeems clear to me, that, though in 
2 general ſenſe, we are all fellow ſubjects, 
whether our properties lic in Britain, Ire- 
land, or America, yet are we not fellow 
citizens with reſpect to parliamentary rights, 
no more than a citizen of London, is of 
courſe a citizen of Vork, that is, his being 
a freeman of one of thoſe cities does not 
qualify him to ſerve an office in the other ; 
he, whoſe landed property lies in Britain, 
is a citizen of that iſland, and if he has 
likewiſe landed property in a province of 


„ 


#7, 19 merica, 
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C23 * 
America, he may be a citizen alſo there ; 


but the one does not, 200 fatto, intitle him 
to the other. | 


CORNISH, 
From what you fay, it ſhould follow, 
that it is property and nat people that are re- 


preſented, 
CONNOR. 
That ſeems manifeſtly to be the caſe 


- 


| FERGUS, 

What think ye, then, of the houſe 4 
P rs, ſome ſerve in their own perſons, 
others are repreſented, and yet we cannot 
ſay, that the qualification of an elector a- 
riſes from his property 


LEICESTER, | 

Let us not embarraſs our preſent diſ- 

cuſſion with that part of the conſtitution ; 

we'll firſt conſider what relates to commo- 

ners only, and treat that part of the un 
ject at another time. 


CORNISH. 
Well then, I fay, there is property, to 
a very great amount, in 'this iſland, that 
has norepreſentative in Pt, no more than 
has 1 of Ireland, or America. 
_ LEI 


(8) 


| | LEICESTER. 

1 you mean copy or leaſebold lands, tho' 
ſuch diſtinctions are uſeleſs, and may be 
conſidered. as a blemiſh in our ſyſtem at 
this time of day ; yet you know it may be 
anſwered, that ſuch lands are already re- 
preſented by the. lords of the manors who 
poſſeſs the freehold! of them ;—or if you 
mean ſuch property as may be in the hands 
of women, infants, ideots, or paupers be- 
low the legal ſtandard of qualification. | 


ma —— + —— 
* 
* 


—ͤU— — 


CORNISH. 

No, I mean none of thoſe, but will ex- 
Plain myſelf, and fave you the trouble of 
gueſſing. —I ſay, then, that the rents which 
particulars draw from the public funds a- 
lone, are ſufficient, as to their amount, to 
qualify thirty candidates for every ſeat in 
P—t ; but as the revenue from the funds is 
notthat ſort of property thatcan legallyqua- 
lify either the elector or the candidate, it 
will be found on calculation, that there are 
about 450, ooo people maintained thereby, 
who, though they may be reſident within 
the iſland, where this property is ſuppeſed 
to * yet have, in conſequence thereof, 
13, no 
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(9) 
no repreſentative either in Great-Britain, 
or any where elſe. _ 


LEICESTER, * ; 
What you fay, is certainly true, fo far 
as regardstheir property in the funds, which 
I conſider as a very great irregularity and an 
inconvenience in our ſyſtem ; and I look 
upon theſe 450,000 ſtock penſioners, as ſo 
many idle by-ſtanders ; to maintain whom, 
the land labourers and manufacturers muſt 
work ſo much the harder, or muſt put 
themſelves upon ſhorter diet, in order to 
ſpare ſomewhat for theſe idle men of ima- 
ginary property ;---whence ariſes this out- 
cry of dearneſs of proviſions, and high price 
of labour: But as the funds are a very new 
and ſingular kind of property, very diffe- 
the off-ſpring of frugality and induſtry, 
and thoſe of war and diſſipation, I ſuppoſe, 
we have not had time to underſtand the 
whole of their nature and effect in our con- 


ſtitution, ſo nn,. 


may men 0 of 1 


* 
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PENN. 
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(wo) 


PENN. 

Yet, thus far, the adminiſtration have 
conſidered juſtly in regard to the proprie- 
tors of the funds, namely, that ſince that 
part of Britiſh property has no repreſenta- 
tive in P=t, they . it from paying 

AE taxes whatever. | 


as CORNISH. 
"og well gad, Mr. Penn, the adminiſtra- 
tion are certainly much obliged to you, for 
finding fo equitable a reaſon for that poli- 


cy, which, Tl venture to ſay, they never 
thought of themſelves. 


CONNOR. : - | 
- There's no doubt, Mr. Cornidh, but 
Mana bon is hiſtorically juſt, the 
exemption from taxes was calculated as an 
invitation extraordinary to foreigners, as 
well as natives; but fince we muſt allow 
that Mr. Penn's reaſon is an equitable one, 
we may as well indulge him in ſuppoſing 
that it did operate ſomething thereto; for, 
I am of opinion, that if the political one 
had not already cauſed the end to be ob- 
_ rained, the equitable one would have for 


ced its at laſt. 
NY LEL 


(un) 
2 02 
2 LEICESTER: 

I incline much to your opinion, Mr. 
Connor ;—the Roman hiſtory furniſhes ns 
with an inſtance not very wide of the mark: 
It is well known now to all the world, 


that notwithſtanding the great incteaſe of 


dominion to that republic, their ſelfiſh and 
contracted.views prevented them from be- 
ſtowing the freedom of their city, on even 
their moſt antient and faithful allies ; vain- 
17 hoping that poized on the ſame narrow 
baſis on which their government had ſtood 
in the infancy of the republic, confined to 
the inhabitants of a ſmall circle round Rome, 
they might ſtill continue, to lord it over 


cheir diſtant and extended provinces. The 


firſt effect of which ſelſiſh policy, Was. a 
civil war with their Italian allies and colo- 
nies (called the ſocial war,) to whom in the 
end, and after a great deal of blood ſpilled, 

they were obliged to grant with an ill grace, 


them to offer before it was demanded :- 
the ſecond was, that oontinuing ſtill under 
the ſame error of affecting to keep all the 
* under 2 


nate 


what, a /dunder policy would have taught 


* 


1 
. 
' 
— — ——— — 
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nate choſen from a territory very narrow 


and diſproportioned to the extent of their 
dominions, poſts, and offices of power and 
profit become more numerous than the 


ſenators themſelves; the wealth of the 


world centering in ſo few hands, ſoon put 
an end to all order, and a daring ſervant 
overturned this narrow-bottomed republic 
e a ſingle battle. 


 CORNIS K 
What different pictures may be drawn 
from the ſame original! You. ſeem to 
mark out in this bold ſketch, that the 


Romans delayed too long to make their 


allies and colonifts citizens of Rome; and 
Mr. Monteſquiou, on the other hand, 
aſſigns their granting that privilege at all, 

to ſuch vaſt numbers, as one of the uw 


bee: ad-oo nga ruin, | 


„„ . 
13338 Gat N. Leiceſter 


had one eye on his original, the Roman 


ſtory, and the other on a ſubject much 
nearer his heart; — neither the Romans 
nor Mr. Monteſquiou, it is probable, 
thought of, or conſidered fully, the happy 

; ex- 


(13) I 
expedient ſo well known in our conſti- 
tion, and which, without doubt, Mr. Lei- 
ceſter had in his mind, I mean that of a 
people exerciſing their power by repre= 4 
ſentatives; for had the Romans known | 
this moſt excellent contrivance, (or, if 
Mr. Monteſquiou had fully conſidered it, 
1 think he would have found out that) 
there was, even in Cæſar's time, both vir- 
tue and good ſenſe enough remaining to 
have adopted it, and by that medium to 
have extended their citizenſhip and form 
of government to all their dominions.— 
For, certainly they ruined their govern- 
ment by the abuſe of two extremes, a 
ſenate too ſmall, confidering the extent of 
their power and their duration, as they 
fat for life ;——and an aſſembly of com- 
mons (with power of delibering, ha- 
ranguing and raſhly enafting) whoſe num- 
bers were fo exceſſive that it was almoſt 
impoſſible to meet without riot and con- 
ood, 


FERGUS. 


Ido not Tee that this method would a- 
together prevent that confuſion; for, if 
the repreſentatives be increaſed in pro- 


C 2 I. portion 


( 14 ) 
portion to the aceeſſion of dominion, their 
numbers may riſe high as to make the 


—— order W impoſſible. 


- PENN, 


e do a great deal; we 
know that the great council at Veyice 
conſiſts now of about a thouſand members, 
it has been herctofore | above three times 
25 many, they both deliberate and vote, 
and pc Never run 1 confuſion. | 


" CONNOR.. 


But, ſuppoſing Cette. 
out of the queſtion, how could ſuch a 
matter be effected, how would it be poi- 
ſible to ſettle ſuch a proportion of - repre- 
fentatives from the provinces, as ſhould be 
thought on all hands to be neither too WV, 
2 nor too little? 


8 © FERGUS. 8 
This would be a difficulty indeed, for, 
there are many people who do not think 
that colonies or conquered countries have 
any right to expect ſuch a favour at all. 


CON. 


615) 
CONNOR. 


Such people as thoſe we ſhould refer to 
hear another chapter of Mr. Leiceſter's 
Roman hiftory ; but in fact we have no 
| body of people, properly ſpeaking, under 
that circumſtance; for, admitting we 
have cunguered lands in America, or elſe- 
where, if the conquered inhabitants con- 
form ſtrictly to the Britith teſts of alle- 
giance and religion, their children become 
free - born ſubjects to all intents and pur- 
poſes, and may, by purchaſing eſtates in 
the mother-country, become members of 
the legiſlature; if they do not conform, 
they are. treated as foreigners living under 
the protection of our laws, but. incapable | 
of enjoying poſts, or cxercifing any le- 


ive or executive power Whatever 
On the other hand, when a native of the 
mother-countryebuys an eſtate in à can- 
quered province, would it not be contrary 
to all reaſon to ſuppole, that he has, there- 
by, forfeited his native ri gs, and fallen 


into a degree A 


1 
6 f 77 + 
. : 141 


cox. 
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CORNISH. , 
No, no, we muſt not ſuppoſe that. 
However, I do not ſee, that laying taxes 
on the Americans, fimilar to what we 
lay on ourſelves, and regulating their trade 
ſo as it may not interfere with our own, 
can be conſidered as ſubjecting them to 
any thing like flavery.—F or, when they 
left this country, it was for their own 
pleaſure, on a proſpe of private advan- 
tage ; they did not put themſelves under 
foreign protection, they continued ſtill 
under ours; they left the legiſlative 
power, to which they were ſubject, here 
behind them, and here it has remained 
ever fince, and here I hope it will ever re- 
main without diminution.— For here lies 
the point, the right, the right, Sir; and if 
we give way now, there's an * of * 


| FERGUS. 

No! no, Mr. Corniſh, I cannot Join 
you, there; for, in my opinion, neither 
an individual nor a community 'can de- 
rive any dignity, reſpect, or authority, 


4 a 
A £ + * 


(17) 
from obſtinately adhering to a meaſure 
after it is diſcovered to be a wrong one; 
— the wiſeſt may be drawn into error by 
overſight, or through artful miſrepreſen- 
tation ; but it is the part of folly or kna- 
very only, to continue wilfully therein, 
on any pretence whatever, after the diſ- 


o 


covery is made;—therefore I hope we 
ſhall make uſe'of no ſach arguments here 
among ourſelves, though I muſt own, 
with concern, I have heard them in the 
mouths of men of ſome figure. I am 
more afraid of lofing, than in hopes of 
gaining, by -puſhing punctilios too far; 
and am perſuaded that the ſupremacy of 
the pope would have laſted entire to this 
day, or that epiſcopacy would never have 
been baniſhed from Scotland, if the hot- 
heads of thoſe times had not urged their 
rights with too high a hand, 4 


8 LEICESTER. | 
I entirely agree with you, Mr. Fergus, 
and therefore let us conſider, of what uſe 
can it be to demonſtrate a legal 'right (by 
the help of a parcel of abſurd Aion:) if, 
| after 


7 


» WE. 2, 
after all we ſhould want power to ſupport 
that right ?—Or, what wiſe man would 
think of exerting his power, if the ex- 
ertion was more likely to hurt than to 
avail him I may aſſert, that I have a 
natural right to cut pff one of my own 
limbs; and I may prove, that, taking a 
hatchet in my tight hand, I have power 
to chop off the left; - but what. benefit 
ſhall I derive from this manly exertion ? 
Our American provinces, as far as they 
are peopled, became ſo, from the freedom 
that adventurers: found they could enjoy 
thete, and from the advantages which 
chat freedom afforded to commerce; —if 
8 away, by reſtraints. and axations 
laid on, againſt the will of the inhabi- 
tants, that is, at the pleaſure of an ex- 
ternal power, there can be no doubt, that 
ſuch an operation would exactly undo all 
that the contrary method had been doing: 
and that the ſwarms: of people which fled 
' thither, from the ies of Britain, 
during the civil wars, and afterwards from 
Ireland, . of the reſtraints laid on 
| their 


deſcendan 


* 
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| once more . 
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Do you think, then, if, ws. wens to en · 


LY 


all che "hardſhips and poverty 
71 Adventurers? h $50 (Tet O08 gang 
tr Ho" Wor! eie 2 or int 5d 


nner 20 din 
I am clearly of that opinion, but will 
not take up our time now, in ſaying any 
thing farther in fupport of it; becauſe T do 
not ſee how fuch a law could'betnforced: - 
for where people have imizente pro. 
perty, they muſt of .courſe haye immenſe 
power; and, with ſuch a people, accord 
Ing to the principles of our conſtitu- 


tion. 


26 

ton, nothing Wh; ne, but by their 
n conſent, that is, if we wine” their 
4d, of, in other ' words, if we want them 
5 'bear ine part of our burdens, we muſt 
| 410 4 ſhare in our privileges; 
for, 1 Edt Härdly think there was ever any 
body viſionary enough to ' propoſe, that, 
in imitatioh of the Great Turk, we ſhould 
ſend à baſha, with e and arm "to 
Waben the — 
re udp! 122 — sch eu? oi 
i ene "CONNOR. 109287 310! 299% 
No, ſurely ;—that's. an abſurdity ſo glax 
ring, that it needs only 56 ment 
* of che bear as I was 
ing, Mr. Penn, (a little while ago) fap- 
poſing the number of repreſentatives t 
de raiſed to a thouſand; how could that 
3 096-9 4 


'L « N 
5 "PENN, * 


7 Nothing more eaſy. For wh 182 — 
not imitate what we ſee ſucceſsfu ully Prac rac- 
tied every. day by private perſons, ths 
aſſoeiate themſelves to carry on projects of 
trade or other lucrative adventures, which 
9 and nik of a conſi- 
* derable 


F A * * ” 


ay e- in a che conduct $40 
They uſually divide the ſum, topal of = 


required capital into a certain number of 
parts or ſhares, to each of. which parts 
they annex the right. of.” one vgte; the 
ſubſcribers engage, according to their a- 
 bilitics or inclination ; and He'who' buys 
the greateſt number. of ſhares, - that k. B | 
who runs the greateſt riſk, and pays the 
greateſt part of tlie'expence, has alſo the 

greaceſt" number of votes im that "come 


wiikac et My nn 300: ata gout - 


204 16717 tab tnt ide 
oo di e enn toroidts mh 
| My good Sir, do you mean that, by ' 
this, fing project, we ſhould open a door 
for five. vr, ix hundred Americans to como 
MASAI? eee * 


1 LBIicesTen, | | 
a to apprehend that, un- 
is bs can ſuppoſe. the Ameticans able 
and willing to pay five or iix parts in ten 
of the public, expence., that is, about 
five or fix millipns,, per. .annumyrfor. in 


$hat, manner, af underſtand Mr. Fenn 
Tightly, the defire, in any one part of the 


1 


( 20 

Nate to over-rule the Teſt by an undue . 
of votes or repreſentatives, "would 
be eurbed by the exceflive Hikes they wh 
for em 


ITT, 3 
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And: I, think nothing can be mare equi- 
Bs ang e enen eee wi 
Seen bn Sone, 
ject it on this account, That their nar- 
* row circumſtances would only enable 
«© them to pay ſuch a fum as would intitle 
chem te have very few repreſentatiyet 
votes, which, ' befides the fmallneſs 
** their number, might eaſily be practiſed 
upon, if a miniſter was ſo inclined; and 
*+ whatever ſhould happenafterwards, they | 
* could make no juſt complaint, as they 
fd would then haye a legal ip 
| S444 RE _— T7. Iorererer” 0.41 a is 
| . 


bee de mode or election, and 


124 . br "I" 
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( — - 
the duration of their fitting limitted to a 
ſhort period, would make the pradtices f 


the miniſter, which. you hint At, both 


+ v7 
GE TT TU LE, and unprofitable, 221 R 
een e eee 


| Very likely, Sir.—But-I ſhould fancy, 
chat upon trial this obvious alteration of 


yours would go ſ much agaiuſt the ſto 


machs of ſome of our countrymen, that ie 


could never be got doummn; nay, would 
diſguſt them to that degree, that I think 


they would not ſuffer any plan to be brought 


before them that ſavoured of ſuch a doc- 
trine. For do we not confider our inte- 
reſt: i boroughs as a part of our eſtates, 
and conſequently any fuch alteratiom, as 
you intitnate, would be an imtmetliate vib- 
lation of private property, — 4 
eee Wt eie e e, 


125 7 ys lenser 

Mr ek onaks Elan rev bens. 
much public virtue to inſiſt on o mean an 
argument, which is no whit: beiter than 
that offered by a-gentleman .forne wo 


'2 


— *bydeprivitighimofthebenefitof wrecks,” 


jj by any unforeſeen actidencs” 
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coalt, name! y, * that their ſcheing would 


I prejudice his rights as Lord of the Manor, 


Repreſentatives were undoubtedly intend- 

ed, from their origin, to have been elect- 
al by the free votes of a free people; and 
have 
fallen in particular places into à different 
channel, ſuch alterations ate an abuſe of 
the original inſtitution, and ſhould be rec- 


wa ages monte  M 


PENN, ien [34 T G2 


| © Though, I am. 8 Mr. 
Lejceſtes,. yet form, what. have obſerved 


of mankind, both in the hiſtoties of times 
paſt and of our own, I have ſound that 
bodies politic are as ſqueamiſhly averſe to 
medicines. as the moſt. froward children, 


nothing but the immediate fear oſ diſſolu- 
tion, or the force-of bribes, cat prevail 


| wich- dbem to take any ching under the 


name of phyſic; in ſhort, there 
2 ſeem to hate ſo much 48 to be mend - 


ed. Therefore I ſhould be for 
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"ONE kingdom; or proviniee; ſhould 
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ever other form of internal government, it 
is poſſefled of, and defray. all its. own ex- 
pences within itſelf ; and ſuperadd, for the 
union and utility of the whole, a new. ſove- 
reign council, 7 17 of deputies from. 
each province of this great common. | 
according to the plan beſote · mentioneds 
that is, each province to ſend ag many de- 
puties as ſhould correſpond with a propor- 


tional ſhare of the general public expence, 
which on all occaſions. they muſt pay. 


That this ſhould be in the place of 1h 
commonly called the / privy cuumcil, and 

ſhould be always fitting to aduiſe the rrown 
in all the public cuncrym of the comer = 
wealth, of peace and war, and the ſums of 
money proper to be raiſed. That the boards 
of treaſury,  admiralty, and trade, ſhould 
be executed-by commiteeer of this council, WU 
and that the office of Lord Conftable ſhould = 
be - revived, - but the execution thereof 
jodged in the hunde uf a fourth committee, 
which ſhould have the ſaine power over 
— 1k / Has Wer the 
That the u of "this'grta? met, 


. e mul be 4 


ws 


0 . 

eommon- wealth, 4 "bat 
|-meddle with nothing chat 
red '4s beet e buſineſs 


by an r. 7 8 
2 . decreed. 1 7 45 . 
2 each province ſhall be oY 5 


over tlie ny 


greed” i245 3 An eon * 6 
ws: (Buf if the-niembers of this great coun- | 
eil are never to bo difſbhed, as I think 
you propoſe they ſhould ulways be fitting, 
might not a practiſing miniſter ſoon be 
K > „ a2» ep" Be. . 
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be . 
Hog (erin there ſhould be no diſſo- 
tion, though they might have fore: re- 
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half hi number, and tend hem nen in 


their plates, and é every year * * 


a (6295 

do the ſame thing; ſo that every year one 
half of the council would be new men, 
and all thoſe who went ont ſhould be in- 
capable of being te- elected ſor the - ſpace 


—— — wn ei W 


2 0141404 oft eber ahne en 
_— 
Well, but might wen * 


with the members of the four great coin- 
mittees ? for two years (the time which 
each member may continue in the coun- 
FW. would be Jong enough-tK bs 4a of 


prac "x 
t - PENN. VN 
26 could e My "Ol wk 
manner. Let us e hat J of 


theſe four committees confiſted of fix 
members, to be choſen: by ballot in the 
Venetian manner, that each committee 
mould, by the ſame. method, chuſe 3 
ner of the preſent boards, for the ſpace of 
one month, at the expiration whereof he 


ſhould leave the cammittce, and be inca- 
pable of being te- elechd therein fortwelve 
months 5 His place as a committee 

E man 


5 * 
+ © . —_— 4 


p 0 28 „ 
min hould be ſupplied by ballot from and 
2 and the vacancy of 
fit Lord, or chairman; filled up in like 
manner by the vommittee; and ſo on 'rories 
guoties. And by theſe means, 1 think, 
i open would . 3 
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Would you give this great 564 yh 


power n. — 
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"PENN. 


3 Certainly, in all matters that nder 
their own body, r the general welfare, 
or that gould not be dete rmined properly 
4 one province, th 2 N have Tull | 


12 "71 { * 
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* e you draw a good deal from 
the Venetian model; but is it not noto- 
rious, that their government is particularly 
deficient in the very point which we ſeem to 
want, namely, the government of diſtant 
provinces, they having loſt moſt part of 
their dominions on the Terru Firma, and 
n -a e ns e 
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{ham only unatated ſame, part of what. 
1455 they are maſt perfect in, and have 
ayoided. their only error, that is, theit 
ſelfiſn principle. which. by confining tho 
whole of their power and freedom to the 
nobles only, made it impoſſible for: fo 
ſmall a number (being at moſt but 4090 
families, and now not above rbooY ito 
keep the numerous inhabitants of di ſtant 
provinces (who were ſtill maſters of their 
own lands) in a flaviſh obedience: to the 
laws of a government, in which, having 
no manner of ſhare, they of courſe were 
neither intereſted to ſuppdrt, nor willing 
to obey, any longer than they were com- 
pelled vi &:armis. Which violence, be- 
ing directly contrary to the genius of trade, 
will always be found ruinous, if not im- 
practicable, in a commercial ſtate. Their 
great council never changes but as ſome 
die and as young men grow up, becauſe 
in fact it takes in the whole community of 
freemen, the reſt of the inhabitants being 
only like ſojourning ſtrangets as to their 
. rights, r as ſlaves mnt 


$34 


(309 
to their property. Whereas the great 
council here propoſed, being only a 
repreſentative of millions of freemen, 
is half changed every year, and 0 
tally every two years and the intervals of 
two years, during which old members are 
kept out, gives opportunity for ſo many 
other able perſons to ſtep into the ſervice 
of their oountry, that the idea of being go- 
verned by a cabal, or junto, can never 
ariſe. to give jeslonſy or  uneafineſs to the 
moſt diſtant provinces, who, on the con- 
trary, will all feel that th n 
| whe Gar inthe aminiration 
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© But why 4 dre 0 sees the 
office of Lord Conſtable, which, as we are 
told, was ſuppreſſed for having had too 
much power annexed to it to be truſted in 


the hand of any ſubject? | ff yo #1915 * 
A rb 4 Urs , tr er, £6422 : 
5 as * To PP BNN. 1 14. $4 » ker ot — 98 ' 


- \ That might have — 
vas in the hands of an individual for life 
and hereditary i but ven exeteiſed by the 
Joint judgment of . tn 
C: 1ack a chairman 


_ accountable: for. 


(31 | 
chairman having only a eaſting vote When 
neceſſary to prevent a ſtop in buſineſs by 
an equality of vote j theſe fit peribhs 
changing every” mont, and 48 ſoon as 

any mal adminiſtrution; 
I ſay, ſuch 2 power, ſo lodged, rung ver- 
little riſſ df being ubuſede. Beides, in 
tion has never been perfect fince the ſaps ' 
preſſion of this office; which, in ordert 
that the King ſhould do no wrong, had 
provided: officers''in every branch of the 
executive, who. were to act under his 
name, but were accountable in their own 
perſons. The power of intereſted mini- 
ſters working on the weakneſs of former 
princes; in purſuit of ' reverfonary grants, 
converted many temporary offices into he- 
reditary ones. Under fuck a change. f 
order it would naturally happen ſome» 
times, that the office would be diſgraced 
by the hands it fell into; fuch incongruĩ · 
both tu King and people, when unſortu- 
natdy they ſaw no middle way to 'redroty 
the-evil, but ſappreſſed it altogether, Had 
their 
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not have fallen inte thoſe errors which 


_ — ora ney which they 


(32) 
there been a conſtable, in the reign o 
Charles the firſt, that unhappy Prince could 


overturned. the government and himſelf. 
But when the Prince can take the ſword - 
of war into his own. hand, diſmiſs.officers, 
and garble an army es James the IId did, 
I think the maxim, that the Mg can db 
no wrong, ſeems ſomewhat problematical, 
and the Prince thereby left oceaſionally ex- 
poled, in his own perſon, to the reſent- 
ment of his people, for want of an imme 
diate officer, on whom the 8 any 
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eee 
Penn; but, I doubt, if you were to pub- 


liſh it, it would fare no better than many 


other ingenious projects of ſpeculative men 
ef the laſt age; all which fleep very 
quictly on the upper ſhelves of out modern 
virtuoſt for the grand difficulty (and 
which, I fear, is inſurmountable) is, ho- 


to perſuade any . man, or ſet of men, to 


51990! 10% d 
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now haye, and think 'themſelves Weg 


enough to — ai Hed Te ννεννν 


Uh :S1ingygr ht nme 

I $0? NE N RN asd J 
Wi, geh) Sip, 1 Gent think myfelf 

2 very. ſhallow, politician, indeed, if I had 
ſuppoſed men could be perſuaded to part 
with any thing they liked, unleſs i 
were for. a valuable conſideration or 
when forced thereto by neceſſity. But 
as I am of opinion, that ſuch poſitions do 
now and then occur in public affairs as 
neceſſarily require material alterations, 1 
have maturely conſidered on this ſubject 
from a perſuaſion, that one time or other 
we ſhall be under a neceſſity of adopting 
ſuch a a lem, or one very like it, to ſave 
us from ſomething worſe. But I repeat, 
that Lam ſure. we ſhall never do it, till 
forced by neceſſity. If you'll allow 
me to relate to you what I know to haye 
happened. in a private zamily, you may 
judge from thence what might alſo fall 
autin a larger ſociety under ſimilar circum- 
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affairs, his ſervants plundered him at home, 
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b 19 e eee, a 
Ae ere een 
conditioned manor of 4 thoùfand pounds a 
year, had half a ſcore children portioned 


by ſettlement with about a thouſand pounds 


2 piece; he prudently conſidered,” though 
bred up in his youth to arms, that the tnoſt 
certain and effeQual way of encreafing his 
fortune, and raifing that of his children, 
was to apply himſelf to farming bis own 
lands and bringing up his ſons to merchan- 
dize ; by which means they ſoon became 
not only able to mzintain themſelyes, by 
employing their little fortunes in merchant- 
venturing, but were allo very uſeful to their 
father, in taking off all his produdts, even 

at his own price; ſuch was their filial af. 
ſection towards him,-+-But unhappily the 
old gentleman igcreaſed not in virtue, as 
he did in the proſperityof his circumſtanees, 
on the contrary, like Noah when he took 
to drinking, he turnedout a very debauch- 


ed old fellow; fo that under the influence 


of his bad example and inattention to his 


and 


(5s) 

and his fteward, who went ſnacks with'ths 

lawyers, engaged him in broils and diſ- 
putes with his ne till he became 
fo involved in debt, that he was no longer 
able to pay his labourers wages, and ſup+ 
port his current expences; in'which diſtreſs 
he conceived the' raſſi project of drawing 
bills of exchange on his ſons, 'payable ax 
ſight /withbut farther advice. The ſons, 
who had always punctually paid their fa 
ther for what they bouglit of his $6ods, 4 
had never received 'of bim arly thing : 


their own forturies, were alatmed ar th 
innovation; and imputing it t to the ill ad- 
vice of his ſetvants, ho Had ſo much the 
aſcendant over hitii, that they (though his 
fleſh and biobd) were treated as ſtrange ts 
in the family houſe ; I fay, his ſons,, 1. | 
med; at this innovation, wrote an humble 
temonſtrance to their father, beſecchig 
him not to take fuch an arbftrary cout 
wih them. But he, ſpirited up by ts | 
wicked ſervants, who kept him conſtantly 
drunk, flung their letter back withotit 
reading, and would hear nothing from 
them : ſwore in a great paſſion that as lle 
vas theit father, whatever way their 4 was 
5: Wo 1 mY refuſed to render quiet- 


2 ly 


had been fo long labouring for, that of 
eſtabliſhing his family in wealth and proſpe- 
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ly what he ema be would ſend and 
e e e e 


encg. At this, the ſons, 

Fo wp 15 re affectionate. and loved their pa- 
Hake ugh they grieved for the weakneſs 
dotage,) were obliged to convince 

ch old gentleman that they were no lon- 
ger of an age to be treated as infants, ſee- 
ing they were all married and had families 
of their own ;—they proteſted his bills, and 


refuſed to take any more of his wool or 
corn; by which his diſtreſſes were doubled, 


For he had ſo quarrelled with all his negh- 
bours that none of them cared to buy any 


thing of him. However theſe laſt diffi- 
culties ſoon brought him to a better under- 
ſtanding, and inſtead of going talaw with 
his ſons, as his roguith ſteward adyiſed, he 


was become ſober enough to conſider that 
the only iflue of ſuch a conteſt muſt be, ei- 


ther to ruin them or be ruined himſelf, ei- 
ther of which would be to loſe the fruit he 


rity ; wherefore, continuing ſtill ſober, he 
defired an interview with them, i ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledged how he had been miſ- 
les and abuſed by pack » 


vants, 


| 0637) 
vants, offered to take his ſons into 
nerſhip with him, aid def red te Goat 
aſſiſt * reforming his' houſe, Which 
they, as they never” wanted filial affeQion 
and a true ſenſe of their duty ; readily CH 
| ſented to; . the fatmily of 
CO and confideration iy their 
country.” we ht gone A — 


* of this diſcour we all at 
ſtaring at one another, nobody, I believe, 
knowing well what to ſay, when a ſervant 
came in to tell us, ſupper was on the table, 
which put an end ta this conference. And 
here allo I beg leave to * * "_ 
from yours Kc, 5 

ee l e 
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Thad almoſt forgot to tell ou, "that af- 
erer When ſome remarks were 
on the foregoing fubject, one of the com- 
pany, who had taken no part in the argy= 


ment before, obſerved; that Mr. Penn was 


not ſo very fingular, nor new in his pro- 
poſitions as ſome of the gentlemen ſeemed 
to think, for, fays he, toffing a ragged; par 
per on the table, 1 have had that plan 


« in .. 2 * Wok months 2 
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and the perſon from vvhom I received it, 
+ Al it was banding about, and, as he 
F< ſuppoſed, was under ſome ſort of pub- 
FE; lie consideration. With the gentle- 
man's leave I borrowed it till the next day, 
ge een, it. 

*Y een v1! 

| "Vinny of ir to a 
. general parliament, proportioned to the 
robable numbers of people in each pra- 
vince, and to the certain ſums to be con- 
tributed by each proyince to the general 
Funck for public ſervice, chat is, for the 
fopporr of common government in peace and 
War, (che particular ſupport of each pro- 
vincial government being to be left to its 
own internal management) being after 
the rate of 10,000 per annum, to be 
| contributed by each province for every 
member ſent Yd them; (when. Fal. per 
annum, was“ the parliamentary allow 
ance for a ſcaman, viz. at / per month.) 
The amount of che people ſappoſed in 
eich proyince, is put ſomewhat arbitrarily, 
in ſuch even, numbers as will divide by 
29.990 3 that being the number of people 
Which, 5 * this ſcheme, is ſuppoſed able 
0 1 Aa fum ſuthcient, to intitle 
"them to fe d one repreſentative. But 


(29) 
moreover, as by this plan, property, ra- 
ther than barely the nurabers of people, 


gives the title of ſending repreſentatives, 


beach province / having right to ſend one + 


member for every 70;apo!1; contri- 
bute annually to the fund; ſo 


the provinces whete, by their ſituation, 
great part of their work is done hy Haves, 
or where great numbers of the pœple are 
diſqualified, by being Papiſts, may never- 
theleſs find among them a. ſafficient 
number of quaſified men to "repreſent 
them, in proportion to their wealth and 
contributions. All preſent taxes, dy- 
n = ITY +43; 2 e a 


401774 Ie rundete . 
The 


probable number of perſons. in 
the — dominion, at this time, is 
16, 760, ooo, which being divided by 
20, ooo, will make 839 parts, or ſhares, 
in the whole; and ſuppoſing the ſeveral 
provinces able and willing to ſend, for 
each ſuch ſhare, one member, and in on- 
ſideration thereof to contribute 10,0% J, 
to the general ſund (mqre or leſs, accord- 
ing to the annual noceſſity) the whole 
. would make a revenue of 8,380,000. 
which, in detail may be 4 ae ha the fal 
Towing manner: 2 —* 
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| "that the increaſe of people and wealth in thi 
provinces would . i the 
revenue of courſe to ten millions, Thus, on this plac 
of dominion, 7 extending cur colonice, would 
rous to our liberties, nor an addition to our 
trary, like the new buildings in the pariſhes Mary 
| would lightca the taxes of the old ones. 
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